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Are We Ready?

“It is not the strongest of the 
species that survives, nor the 
most intelligent, but the one most 
responsive to Change.”

Charles Darwin



What is Lifelong Access Libraries?

A national initiative to support 
development of libraries as          
centers for productive aging,       
lifelong learning and civic        
engagement



Lifelong Access –
 Shifts the Paradigm

Provides a framework for library 
services to promote and support 
productive aging

Helps libraries focus on adults ages 
50-70+—the baby boomers—who 
are active and eager to be engaged



Lifelong Access Libraries 

Integrate new communications 
and information technologies to 
promote productive aging

Create programs and services 
that are accessible, culturally 
sensitive and connected to the 
larger community



Lifelong Access –
 

Strategies for Change

Leadership development

Training

Institute for fellows

Best practices 
dissemination



Statistics

Trained 43 librarians from 23 states 
as “Fellows”
Trained librarians from Arizona, 
Pennsylvania, New York, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut 
through Equal Access
Many more through conferences 
and library programs



Lifelong Access Libraries Institute 

Mid-career librarians from across the country selected to 
participated in a week-long Lifelong Access Libraries Institute.  

Applications for 2008 
available in the spring

www.lifelonglibraries.org



Lifelong Access Libraries Institute
Focuses on:

Concepts and research underlying 
new approaches to working with 
midlife and older adults
Access Skills
Promising practices in library services 
Leadership in community 
librarianship. 



Equal Access Libraries Institute

3 strands – Health, Youth, Lifelong
Access Skills
“Homework”
Latest trends and Local 
practitioners 



Lifelong Access Core Components

Community conversations

Advisory council

Workshops and clubs 

Collection development

Connections to Civic Involvement

Physical and Virtual Space



Potential Components

Health and wellness information        
and programming

Life planning

Financial planning

Intergenerational activities

Spiritual development



Changing Library Landscape

Partnerships with State Libraries
California, Massachusetts, North Carolina

Part of the state’s strategic objectives

Work with library schools in New York and  
North Carolina

State and National Library Conferences

Visits and inquiries from Poland, Ireland, 
and Australia 



Lifelong Access Models

Delaware County Library 
Association’s Senior Conversation 
Salons 

In 2004, awarded Pennsylvania 
AARP’s Library Services for Older 
Adults Award
Dynamic speakers from Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
speaker facilitates stimulating 
discussions about an interesting topic. 



Lifelong Access Models
Dedicated space for older adults at Tempe 
Public Library (AZ) 

Tempe Connections Cafe



Lifelong Access Models

Targeted programs for baby boomers 
at Chelmsford Public Library (MA)

Library invites nontraditional older 
students to participate in though-
provoking  meetings where they can 
help determine the nature of future 
programs



Lifelong Access Models

The Chandler Public Library 
(AZ) lead partner in 
Boomerang,a community 
project designed to help 
boomers and “beyonders”

www.myboomerang.org

http://www.myboomerang.org/


Lifelong Access Models

Middle Country Public Library – Long 
Island, NY

- 2006 Fellow, Lori Abbetapaolo
- Grand PAACT
- New Boomers Series





Lifelong Access Models

Lifelong Access Models



Lifelong Access Models

Alameda County Library, CA
- 2006 Fellow, Richard Bray
- Health, Nutrition, and Safety



Lifelong Access Models
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Lifelong Access Models

Louisville Free Public Library, KY
- 2006 Fellow, Susan Irving 
- Community Conversations, Brain 

Health



Lifelong Access Models
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Lifelong Access Models
Reading Public Library, MA
2006 Equal Access Librarians and 2007 
Lifelong Access Fellows, Elizabeth 
Dickinson & Nancy Aberman



Lifelong Access Models
- 2006 Fellow, Cindy Karasinski
- Lyndonville, VT (population: 5,448) 
- Cobleigh Public Library
- Dedicated space for “Lifelong Learning 

Center for Adult Education”
- Partnership with Lyndon State College



New Directions

Active Wisdom Conversations 
Older adults come together to 
discuss aging, life experiences, and 
how they might use their experience 
and perspective to impact present 
and future conditions in society
Advances individual and societal 
self-consciousness about the nature 
of aging



New Directions

HEAL – Health and Employment Access Libraries
Connects educated older adults with stipend-paying jobs 
Uses not just time but lifetime skills of older adults
Payment deepens commitment to work of both the older 
adults and the organization they serve



New Directions

Lifelong Access Libraries Blog
www.lifelonglibraries.wordpress.org

http://www.lifelonglibraries.wordpress.org/


New Directions

Age In America
IMLS Museum-Library Collaboration
Engage intergenerational audiences in 
exploring the experience of aging in 
America from historical, cultural, and 
artistic perspectives. 
Long Island, NY; Norfolk, VA; and 
Hartford, CT



Lessons Learned

Distinct job description within library 
services
How and where these services are 
situated in the library
Challenges for small libraries



The Challenge for libraries 

Change their service model

Change their assumptions about 
older adults 

Make boomers one of the libraries’
priority constituencies  

Consider boomers as a valued 
resource



Beyond Bingo for Boomers: 
Overview of the Lifelong Access 
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